COMMERCIAL MANAGED CARE &
DME IN OKLAHOMA

BACKGROUND

WHAT IS DME?

WHO USES DME?

DME is short for Durable Medical
Equipment. It is medically
necessary equipment used in the
home to aid in a better quality of
life for the individual.

DME is used by many
Oklahomans everyday. It is
provided to those recovering
from surgeries or illnesses, those
with chronic illnesses, and those
who are nearing the end of life.

WHAT'S THE RUSH FOR
COMMERICAL MCO IN OK?
Oklahomans are in the middle of a pandemic.
The Oklahoma budget is unstable and these changes would
effect all health care providers.
The Governor's own health plan called for one-year of data
collection under traditional Medicaid expansion to obtain
predictable and reliable enrollment data.

WHY IS DME
IMPORTANT TO
OKLAHOMANS?
DME keeps Oklahomans living in
their home safely and
independently at a fraction of the
cost of other living arrangements.

COMMERCIAL MANAGED CARE &
DME IN OKLAHOMA
facts & figures
1. Currently the Medicaid program is managed by
the Oklahoma Health Care Authority. The
Governor's office is considering outsourcing that
management. They have sent out to RFPs.

2. Payments of claims- Currently Medicaid pays
claims in less than 10 days. Oklahoma law states that
commercial health plans have 45 days to pay a clean
claim. If a plan denies the claim it may be months
before a DME provider is paid. Oklahoma DME
providers do not have the financial ability to wait
months to be paid.

3. Administrative costs for OHCA are 5.1%, while
MCOs administrative costs are capped at 15% under
the ACA. Outsourcing to privatizing Medicaid
would cost healthcare ( DME, hospitals, physicians,
pharmacies, etc.) statewide approximately $1
billion. Most of these dollars would likely end up
outside of Oklahoma.

4. It's not just about DME, it's also about our hospitals,
physicians, and all other providers. In the hospital setting
Medicaid pays the lowest rates of any payer.

OUR ASK
Slow this down/delay award of MCO until funding issues are solved.
Gather data collection under traditional Medicaid expansion to obtain
predictable and reliable enrollment data.
Legislative action is needed- the Oklahoma Legislature will have to fund the
MCO contracts.
Contact OMEPA by visiting omepaok.com

